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my cMldren Ms legal children : my mother put him
off, told him she could bring me to no explanations,
bat found there was something that disturbed me
very much, and she hoped she should get it out of
me in time, and in the mean time recommended to
him earnestly to use me more tenderly, and win me
with his usual good carriage; told him of his
terrifying and affrighting me with his threats of
sending me to a madhouse and the like, and advised
him not to make a woman desperate on any account
whatever.

He promised her to soften his behaviour, and bid
her assure me that he loved me as well as ever, and
that he had no such Design as that of sending me to
a madhouse, whatever he might say in his passion;
also he desired my mother to use the same persua-
sions to me too, and we might live together as we
used to do.

I found the effects of this treaty presently; my
husband's conduct was immediately altered, and he
was quite another man to me; nothing could be
kinder and more obliging than he was to me upon
all occasions; and I could do no less than make
some return to it, which I did as well as I could,
but it was but in an awkward manner at best, for
nothing was more frightful to me than his caresses,
and the apprehensions of being with child again by
him, was ready to throw me into fits; and this made
me see that there was an absolute necessity of
breaking the case to him without any more delay,
which however I did with all the caution and re-
serve imaginable.

He had continued his altered carriage to me near
a month, and we began to live a new kind of life
with one another, and could I have satisfied myself
to have gone on with it, I believe it might have
continued as long as we had continued alive together*